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F<VBMESS LEAGR7E PE33SBCUTES FARMERS 


STAT 


Thi land, refoirm in North Korea prorldee that ferraerB ebal.l give to the 
Gtoremaent 25 percent cf the hatreet as a partial paysaent cm the land tfhlch 
they have reoelred without cash payment. The so-oalled 25 percent Is a ceiu- 
oiiflage syatem purely for tho purpose of external propaganda, for tho 25 per- 
cent- In actuality amauatB up to 60 to 70 percent of the harrest. The :^ercont- 
oge cyetea has nerer been explained expUcxtiy. The partial payment of 25 
percent of the har/est lea fixed amount d6terrJ.Ded on the basis of the esti- 
mate at uhe time of the land distribution vloh no further consideration of 
what tho actual production may be in a gireii -year. In ether words, every 
farmer is obligated, under the texus of the land ref ora, to pay th$ Gevem^ 
went the set amount of gmln at the end of the l^arvest each year whether 
a farmer harreLted enoo^ grain or not. In addition, crery farmer Is required 
to giro the Gcremment a certain amount; of his harrest as "patriotic r£oe" 
and the rest is taken away by Goronxment authority under the Gxain-Purohasing 
System « 

The resultasit effect upon the farm^’e is that after paying the usdal 25 
percent, "patriotic rice," and "selling" rice under ths Qorenimeat Grain-Pur- 
abasing System, tho farmers hare ncthing left for theoselTes; therefore, the 
zsa«}orlty iixist go out to buy rice from the market almost the next day after 
the harrest. The tragic outocne of the Horth Korea land refozm is illtistrated 
in Myong Tillage; Kooh'ang-myon, Kangdong County, Pyongan Kamdo, where’ a farKter 
named Kim Ch'l-sam hid three ba^ of rice for the occasion of his son's forth- 
coming wedding. An agent of the Faxmers League, Pak Vu-hwan, was tipped off 
by a local agent of this . An angered argument between the agent ^nd the 
famier took place orer the three bags of rice. Finally, the agent shot and 
killed the faxver, his sou, and Ms nephew* Tho agent Pak Vu-hvan was later 
decorated by Kim Coo Bong, chairman of the People's Aseekibly of Korth Korea 
regime, for his loyjal and heroic action agaluct the react! onaria e . 
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